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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/671,770 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2624 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chen et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,920,237). 

Chen discloses: 

- detecting a skin color area in an image (Fig. 2: Skin Color Detection 24); 

- picking up all boundaries within the detected skin color area (col. 4, lines 36-38: 
defining boundaries that confine the skin color region in the image); 

- detecting one boundary within the skin color area that matches with an eyelid 
quadratic curve to determine an eyelid area (Fig. 2: Oval Region Extraction 26: 
extracting the oval boundary within the skin color region; and col. 7, lines 37-44: using 
the summation of the squared difference method to match between eye template and 
each of the pixels to determine the eye area that inherently includes the eyelid area); 

- detecting red color pixel in the eyelid area, filling the detected red color pixels 
(Fig. 2: Iris Color Pixel Detection 28). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-10 are drawn to a computer 
implemented process that merely manipulates data or an abstract idea, or merely 
solves a mathematical problem without a limitation to a practical application in the 
technological arts. 

In order for a claimed invention to accomplish a practical application, it 
must produce a "useful, concrete and tangible result" State Street, 149 F.3d at 1373, 47 
USPQ2d at 1601-02 (see MPEP 2106.II.A). A practical application can be achieved 
through recitation of "a physical transformation outside the computer for which a 
practical application in the technological arts is either disclosed in the specification or 
would have been known to a skilled artisan", or "limited to a practical application within 
the technological arts" (MPEP 2106 IVB2(b)). Currently, claims 1-10 meet neither of 
these criteria. In order to for the claimed process to produce a "useful, concrete and 
tangible' result, recitation of one or more of the following elements is suggested: 

* The manipulation of data that represents a physical object or activity 
transformed from outside the computer (MPEP 2106 IVB2(b)(i)). 

* A recitation of a physical transformation outside the computer, for example in 
the form of pre or post computer processing activity (MPEP 21 06 IVB2(b)(i)). 
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* A direct recitation of a practical application in the technological arts (MPEP 
2106 IVB2(b)(ii). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANH H. DO whose telephone number is 571-272-7433. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4-9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, EILEEN LILLIS can be reached on 571-272-6928. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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